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Partner Organization 

 

Preet Lari Trust  

 

Location 

 

Village: Preet Nagar,  

District: Amritsar,  

State: Punjab 

 

Partner Organization Background 

 

S. Gurbakhsh Singh, a civil engineer from Michigan, United States and employed by the 

railways in British India, gave up his career working for foreign entities to embrace his true 

calling for sharing ideas. He started Preet Lari in 1938 – a Punjabi monthly journal 

discussing everything from love, rationality and equality to the construction of modern 

society and preservation of democratic rights. He brought fame and honor to the small 

township of Preet Nagar – said to be a hub for Punjabi artists and a sanctuary of respect for 

women’s and children’s rights.   

 

Later generations of the Singh family continued to support Preet Lari’s work for democracy 

and opposition to terrorism, stressing on the potential of Preet Nagar that had yet to emerge.  

In 1996, Preet Lari became part of a larger initiative entitled the Preet Lari Trust. The mission 

of the Trust is to uphold the democratic, secular, socialistic, and humane values of Preet 

Lari’s architects in the best way possible. 

 

2 fellows with a 2-year commitment 

 

Need Project  

 

Preet Lari Trust seeks to realize Preet Nagar’s potential through a variety of community 

projects.  Using the local community centre as a home base, a variety of programs can be 

implemented including soft skills in school curricula, organic farming awareness, crop 

diversification and cottage industrialization to bolster economic freedom, community 

mobilization to tackle drug abuse and the use of culture and art to inspire social change.  

Through these projects the community can renew its faith in its own potential. 

 

 Target Community 

 

On the border with Pakistan, the village of Preet Nagar has been developmentally stunted 

after two wars post-Partition. The people remain politically divided. Drug and alcohol 

addiction are particularly problematic and there is residual negative impact from the feudal 

system and, traditionally, male-dominated social hierarchy. But greater external influences 

are coming into play: Preet Nagar is now well-connected with Amritsar, there is an airport 

just eleven kilometres away, and communication via telephone and television is readily 

accessible. Many schools of private and church ownership exist throughout the village. 

 



Responsibilities of Indicorps Fellow(s) 

 

 Develop a framework for holistic, sustainable, and community-led change in Preet Nagar 

 Expand Preet Nagar’s community center to become the hub of activity for local 

community residents 

 Survey the community to understand their needs and develop programs to address these 

needs (i.e. sports for development, drug awareness, enhancement of farmers’ yield 

through awareness of agricultural practices, community library, etc.) 

 

Challenges 

 

 Developing community programs from scratch 

 Motivating the villagers to take ownership of the introduced programs and initiatives 

 Building a sense of unity amongst a village historically divided by politics, religion, caste 

and gender 

 

Logistics 
 

Accomodation will be provided at a community building belonging to Preet Lari Trust, and 

simple vegetarian food will be provided. The fellow is expected to wash her/his own clothes 

and assist with daily chores. There are internet and international phone facilities available 

locally in Preet Nagar as well as Lopoke village 1 km away.  Preet Nagar is 30 minutes 

outside of Amritsar and is connected with the city by private bus service. Amritsar is well 

connected to other major cities in India by road and by rail.   

 

Language(s) 

 

Punjabi 


